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CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 CELEBRATES LUNAR NEW YEAR  

  
SACRAMENTO – Assemblymember Paul Fong (D – Cupertino) presented Assembly 
Concurrent Resolution (ACR) 11 on the Assembly Floor in recognition of Lunar New 
Year.  The resolution passed with a unanimous vote.  Lunar New Year falls on January 
26th in 2009, and the holiday is celebrated by various Asian Pacific Islander communities 
as a time to renew family ties and to start the New Year with a clean slate.  In presenting 
ACR 11 on the Assembly Floor, Assemblymember Fong joined many Asian Pacific 
Islander families in California and around the world in celebrating Lunar New Year.    
 
“We have over 4 million Asian and Pacific Islanders in California and it is important to 
recognize the cultural, civic and economic contributions these communities have brought 
to California,” says Assemblymember Fong.  “I want to share my best wishes for 
everyone during this festive and joyous time.” 
 
Assemblymember Fong and the Asian Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus presented 
California Assemblymembers with presents: a chocolate coin inside a red envelope and 
tangerines.  These are traditional presents given to family during Lunar New Year 
celebrations.  Red envelopes are traditionally given to unmarried adults and children.  
The chocolate coins represent money and sweets, both of which are popular gifts given to 
family during the Lunar New Year visits.  Tangerines are given as a gesture of good will 
to friends and family.  The year 2009 is the Year of the Ox.  

 
“Sharing the celebration of Lunar New Year on the Assembly Floor allows our Members 
to join along with many of their Asian Pacific Islander constituents who are celebrating at 
home,” stated Assemblymember Ted Lieu (D – Torrance), “This resolution serves as a 
testament to California’s rich cultural diversity and history.”   
 
The Asian Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus was established in 2001 with the mission 
of representing and advocating for the interests of the diverse Asian and Pacific Islander 
communities throughout California.   Additionally, the Caucus seeks to increase Asian 
Pacific Islander participation and representation in all levels of government.  Both 
Democrat and Republican Members make up the Joint API Legislative Caucus.       
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